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Haskalah and the Emergence of Modern Jewish Historical Consciousness

Abstract: Haskalah, the Jewish Enlightenment, was the key turning point of Jewish integration into the

modern society from traditional society. Haskalah challenged the traditional Jewish history cen-
tered by the God and the God's will, and emphasized that human beings and their rationality
played an important role in the promotion of historical progress. Haskalah's Leaders resolutely

safeguarded the continuity of Jewish history and insisted to base the educational, cultural and reli-

gious change on tradition and past. In a certain degree, Haskalah shaped the modern Jewish his-

torical consciousness, and had a significant impact on subsequent scientific research to Judaism

and Jewish reform movement. Due to the limitations of the time, Haskalah did not develop a com-

plete critical consciousness of history which focused on empirical studies of history.
Key Words: Haskalah Maskilim Modern Jewish Historical Consciousness
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