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French Cultural Policy and the Historical Implication for China
WANG Hai-dong

(Institute of Literature, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235, China)

Abstract: Based on five aspects, namely French cultural heritage protection and cultural
industry, the characteristics of French cultural policy, the historical origins of French cultur-
al policy, partial decline of French culture and the causes in nearly 30 years and the compari-
son between French cultural model with US cultural model and the implication for China,
this paper analyzes the advantages and difficulties of French cultural policy that have pro-
found implications for China. Similar to China, the French cultural governance model is a
typical state-led model, which emphasizes the dominant role of the state and the govern-
mentss and has made a great historical achievement. However, owing to a lack of market
oriented culture industry in accordance with economic development rules in France, the de-
velopment of French culture is not sustainable, and may vary with the rise and decline of na-
tional economic and social consciousness, which becomes more clearly after a comparison of
cultural models between France and US.
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