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The Study ofthe Distinctiveness ofthe American Southern Culture
in the First Half of 20th Century

Abstract: The culture of the American South is a distinctive one because of its distinctive geographical lo-
cation, climate features, slavery system and plantation economy. Although it was influenced greatly
by modern technology, industrialization and urbanization in the first half of 20th century, the South
still maintained its cultural distinctiveness. It could be distinguished with other regions of the U-
nited States by its unique cultural features, that is, Democratic- dominated one- party political cul-
ture, agriculture- dominated economic culture, southern renaissance, Protestantism- dominated
religious culture and its racial issues. On one hand, the uniqueness in culture brought pride and
honor to the South; on the other hand, it also hindered the diverse development of the South in the
fields of politics, economy and religion, etc.
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