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Abstract This paper focuses on the Wa people living across the border of China and
Myanmar. Based on the author’s fieldwork it examines the building of Wa’s national awareness
in the context of 200 years of modern history. Specifically speaking the position of “Chinese
Empire” in the intermittent Chinese — British demarcation negotiations wakened their vague
national awareness; the mining activities of the Han people in Washan in the 18" century
strengthened their economic exchanges with mainland China and contacts with the Qing
government; the resistance against the British — Burmese government infiltration into Washan
significantly improved their awareness of Chinese identity; the combat against Japanese with the
GMT government during WWII deepened their identification with the Republic of China; the
disputes between CPC and GMT over Indochina plunged them into a confusion of national
identity; the settlement of Chinese — Burmese demarcation in 1960s contributed to the respective
building of their national awareness across the border. In fact the coexistence of the building of
national awareness and split of ethnic identity is a common problem for cross—border ethnic

minorities in multi—ethnic countries and is of typical significance.

( 650031)
C : ]

28



