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An Analysis of the Periods and Features
of the Cold War in the Middle East

HUANG Min - xing
( Institute of Middle Eastern Studies Northwest University Xian Shanxi 710069 China)

Abstract: The Middle East played great role in the Cold War which can be divided into four periods in the
Middle East. In the first period the US began to replace Britain and France as the most strong power there
and the USSR failed in her first efforts to enter the region. In the second period Arab nationalism was in its
high tide both Britain and France lose much of their influence and the US began intense rivalry with the
USSR’ s. In the third period the region saw the disappearing of the British force and the increase of the
USSR’ s influence and the formation of “no war and no peace” situation. In the fourth period the US con-
tributed to the Peace Process while the USSR’ s influence was in fall. The main features of Cold War in the
Middle East are as follows: firstly this region is the only one which borders the USSR among those regions
other than the two camps; secondly this region was one of the origins of the Cold War; thirdly the US and
the USSR had their own strategies on the region; fourthly the Cold War and nationalism of the Middle East in—
fluenced each other; sixthly Islamic fundamentalism strongly against the West originated in this region in the
Cold War.
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