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The Southwestward Orientation of Japan’ s Defense Strategy

QU Caiyun'

(1. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: In recent years Japan’ s southwestward defense has figured increasingly prominent in Japan’ s national
security and defense strategy and become the important part of Japans foreign strategy. Strengthening of and at—
taching great attention to the Southwestward defense fully reveals multiple strategic intent of Japan including
containing China expanding sea power seizing the initiative of regional order and fight for the initiative of the
territory and territorial waters dispute. This paper holds that in order to pursue the maximum interests of the
strategic gaming Japan is trying all possible paths including strategically kidnapping America drawing in neigh—
boring countries building a secure network to strengthen the South westward defense. Therefore we should be
fully alerted to Japan’ s Ultra — rightism and state — militarism and formulate appropriate counter — measures.

Key words: southwestward defense; strategic position; strategic intent; strategic path; contain



