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The China—ASEAN Relationship under the Rise of ASEAN Background:
Self-Awareness Changes and Foreign Strategy Adjustments

WANG Yu-zhu

('National Institute of International Strategy Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007)

Abstract: Since the establishment of China~ASEAN Free Trade Area in 2010 the economic and trade relations be—
tween China and ASEAN have developed sustainably but the growing concerns on the South China Sea have become a bot—
tleneck to deepen bilateral relations. The ASEAN economic development and regional identity changes imply that ASEAN
has experienced a rise process over the past 20 years. The rise of ASEAN changes its self-awareness and induces the strat—
egies adjustment to deal with relations with major powers. Specifically ASEAN choosing a more positive “strategic aliena—
tion” means to balance major powers in order to maintain its regional “central role”. An obvious manifestation is while the
relations with other major powers have significantly lagged behind ASEAN uses South China Sea dispute to balance the in—
creasingly close economic interdependence with China. The above strategy adjustment is a great challenge to a series of initi—
atives and measures proposed by China to deepen China—ASEAN relations. In the future the binding function of economic
benefits will continue weakening and China needs innovative cooperation ideas to promote One Belt and One Road initia—
tives.

Key words: the rise of ASEAN self-awareness changes strategic alienation China—~ASEAN relationship
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