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SUMMARIES

policy. The 2023 version of its Foreign Policy Vision significantly restructured the
priority order of its foreign cooperation regions dropping the EU and the US from their
previous top position ( second only to the CIS) to their lowest priority position ( second
only to Antarctica) . With this new shift in Russian foreign policy Russia is
accelerating regional cooperation between the EAEU and other countries or international
organizations and continuing to strengthen the EAEU’s internal integration
mechanisms to counter external pressure from US and EU sanctions.

Key Words: Russia’s Foreign Policy EAEU Regional Integration Regional
Economic Cooperation Russia—Ukraine Conflict

Survival Security and Ontological Security: The Policy Logic of Small European
Countries Joining NATO Sun Xihui and Deng Shiqin

Following the outbreak of the Russia—Ukraine conflict the European security order
has undergone accelerated restructuring and NATO expansion has once again become a
focus of international attention. Existing research largely stems from the “great power
determinism ” approach emphasizing the structural role of US dominance or the
US—-Russia rivalry relatively neglecting the agency of smaller states in defining threats
mobilizing their identity and choosing institutional options. This paper takes a smaller
state perspective  distinguishing between the concepts of survival security and
existential security constructing a criticality—reinforcement explanatory mechanism that
combines phased and conditional elements and proposing relevant research
hypotheses. This paper uses Ireland Austria Sweden the Baltic states ( Estonia
Latvia and Lithuania) and Finland as examples conducting tests based on
comparison and process tracking methods. The Irish case demonstrates that when external
threats are not defined by policymakers as threats to national survival alliances are
difficult to incorporate into the policy agenda. The cases of Austria and Sweden
demonstrate that when existential security threats are perceived by policymakers but not
defined as threats to national survival —ontological security strengthens Sweden’s
motivation for alliance and pushes it towards NATO membership. Austria on the other
hand maintains a neutral policy due to the restraining effect of ontological security. The
cases of the Baltic states and Finland reveal that when external threats are defined by
policymakers as threats to national survival small states tend to form alliances
regardless of their ontological security situation. This article reveals the policy logic
behind whether small states seek NATO membership under the intertwining of survival
pressure and identity construction supplementing the small state explanation path of
NATO expansion.

Key Words: NATO Expansion Survival Security Ontological Security FEuropean
Security Order Alliance Policy of Small States
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