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Conservatism and Revisionism: Russia ‘s Policy Toward Western Countries After
the Financial Crisis
Jiang Yi (16)

[Abstract] Ever since the Cold War ending the conflict between Russia and the West
has been revolving around what international system is preferable. The conflict involves
both how they label themselves and what attitudes they take towards the differentiation
in their concepts of value as well as the distribution of political rights the arrange—
ment of the Space between Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union and the an—
gle of concern for bilateral cooperation. In the aftermath of the international financial
crisis Russia realizing that the international situation has come into a stage of read-
justment based on its power regained has stepped up its efforts to counter the west—
ern construction of the international order via liberalism. The country has gradually
formed its confrontation strategy against the West by means of “Hybrid War” which
centers on conservatism in alignment with revisionist power. In the struggle for the es—
tablishment of the system and the leadership of agenda setting both Russia and the
West have the dual identities of “maintenance system” and “revisionist power”. And
the antagonism between them has led to the signs of a “new Cold War” in bilateral
relations and regional situations. However this “new Cold War” which stems from
“strategic impulse” and is characterized by “no rules” is by no means their policy
intent nor is it in line with their needs. At the same time the external environment
of the tension hostility and mistrust has not only failed to resolve the internal contra—
dictions of the parties but has also led to a vicious cycle in which these internal prob—
lems trigger one side to impose a stronger pressure on the other.

[Key Words] Russia’s foreign policy Russia-West relationship conservatism the new
Cold War

[Author] Jiang Yi Professor in the Institute of Russia Central Asia and East Europe
CASS.

The Interaction Between the Belt and Road Initiative and the Current Global
Governance System: A Typology Analysis
Xie Laihui (34)

[Abstract] The Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI) has been widely considered as China”
s great practice of exploring a new model of global governance and an important plat—
form for China to participate in global governance. But as for the relationship and in—
teraction process current literature on these issues diverges obviously as lacking con-—
sistent analytical framework. Because the Belt and Road construction consists of com-—
plex institutional and conceptual dimensions the institutional type and power structure
of the governance system will largely determine the interaction. Based on these two

factors a typological analysis was carried out to analyze different interactions. Under
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the light of this framework it is found that the BRI is embedded within the current
global governance system and tangled with the formal institutions rather than making
parallel institutions; but there are obvious tensions between the BRI and the informal
and exclusive institutions that are with more concentrated Western powers. It is sugges—
ted that specific innovative approaches for BRI to improve global governance system
should be focused more on the informal institutions.

[Key Words] Belt and Road Initiative global governance governance deficit power
structure  private transnational governance

[Author] Xie Laihui Associate Research Fellow at the National Institute of Interna—
tional Strategy ( NIIS)  Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Area Studies Reexamined
Ren Xiao (59)

[Abstract] In China today much importance has been attached to area studies which
are rapidly growing in the country and in the meantime a number of related issues
need to be clarified. After the end of the Second World War area studies gained mo-—
mentum in the United States and prospered in the following years. This has offered a
valuable case to be looked at and compared with the Chinese case. Two or three dec—
ades later area studies made an impressive stride and became institutionalized in A-—
merican universities ( to some extent at the think tanks too) . At present area studies
in China have entered into a new phase of development and it is safe to say will
prosper continuously for the rest of the 21st century. However there exists an impor—
tant question: area studies in China are to a large extent detached from disciplinary
social scientific research. This problem has to be seriously examined. The usefulness of
area studies not only helps us grasp a country or region but also lies in the possibili-
ty for generalized arguments or theories to be generated from those studies. Such great
examples include Benedict Anderson” and Clifford Geertz” studies and their respective
theories on nationalism and culture that emerged from their field work and research.
Given the richness of Chinese history and reality especially its development experi—
ences over the past 40 years there also exists a possibility for general theories to be
developed from the study of China.

[Key Words] area studies international studies U.S. National Defense Education
Act social scientific theory

[Author] Ren Xiao Professor at the Institute of International Studies and Director of

the Center for the Study of Chinese Foreign Policy Fudan University.

On the Ontological Consciousness of “Relational Turn”
Ji Ling (78)

[Abstract] “Relational turn” is a remarkable phenomenon recently emerging both in
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