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The Logic of Confirming Revisionist State over Single Issue

Zhang Xiaofeng
Abstract: There has been no convincing criteria to define revisionist state today.
Most of the literature in this term has ignored the nature of the status quo and
its connections with the state and power. Meanwhile, discussing revisionist
countries without referring to specific issues is also meaningless, making it easy
to be affected by subjective judgements. In view of this point, this paper attempts
to put forward a new theoretical framework to analyze the conditions for any
nation—state to become a revisionist over particular issues and to further verify
its consistency with different cases. Revisionism is often treated as an exogenous
"value—negation" which creates controversies. In this paper, revisionism is
regarded as a variable and an analytical framework. Meanwhile, it is considered
to have two dimensions, including attitude and behavior. The international au-
thoritative standard is operated as measuring tool for revisionism. The revision-
ism is legal if it does meet the standard, otherwise illegal. Under such condition,
property of revisionism can be classified into four types. A country is considered
as a revisionist state over single—issue only if its attitude towards the status quo
of a single issue is simultaneously illegal with behavioral revisionism. In addi-
tion to supplementing the relevant theories, this conclusion may contribute to a
better understanding of international cooperation and competition in reality.
Key words: revisionist state, paradox of status quo, international standard of au-
thority, international system, international order
About the Author: Zhang Xiaofeng, Postgraduate in International Politics,

School of Politics and Public Administration, Shanxi University.

Discourse, Idea and Institutional Innovation: Global Governance in the Con-
text of Building a Human Community of Common Destiny
Yue Shengsong

Abstract: Global governance is undoubtedly a major task of the current interna-
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tional community. Governance deficit and governance failure can be seen every-
where as the traditional mode of global governance failed to solve various types
of global challenges. As China’s international status has changed dramatically
in the past decade, it has officially defined itself as a ‘global power” and started to
attach greater importance to global governance. China’s behavior and way of
thinking in global governance have been greatly affected by its long—lasting cul-
tural tradition as well as the fundamental concepts it has embraced in conducting
foreign relations. According to discourse institutionalism, discourse plays an es-
sential role in shaping ideas, which serves as an important supporting element in
the establishment, evolution and continuation of a certain institution. Under this
context, the concept of ‘building a human community of common destiny ’,
which can be considered as an institutional discourse, represents China’s unique
outlook on international order and the world as a whole, and thus has a great
bearing on the discourse, concept and practice of China’s participation in global
governance.

Key Words: Global governance; Discourse Institutionalism; a human communi-
ty of common destiny; Chinese foreign policy

About the Author: Yue Shengsong, Assistant researcher, Institute of Asia—Pa-
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Contributions and Limitations: The New Rising Countries’ Participation in
Global Governance of Maritime Security

Ge Hongliang
Abstract: Nowadays ocean governance has been focusing on maritime security.
And in the maritime century the rising countries with increasing maritime aware-
ness are playing an important role in the global governance of maritime security.
Comparing with the traditional maritime countries, the rising countries are show-
ing increasing interests in the making of maritime security rules. They make

some maritime security rules and share them with other countries. Meanwhile,
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