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China’s Interests in Northeast Asia: Controversy,
Consensus and Transcendence

Wang Junsheng

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)
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[ Abstract] Northeast Asia is a peripheral sub-region with strategic significance to the rise of China.
The perspective of national interests is the primary starting point for studying Northeast Asia. At
present, domestic scholars have less direct discussion on China’s interests in Northeast Asia and the
relevant results seem to be general and controversial. Western scholars mostly analyze the issue from
the perspective of competitiveness, the angle of hegemony in particular. Based on the above
situations, China’s important documents, leaders’ statements and authoritative scholars’ viewpoints,
the paper puts forward the China’s national interests analysis perspective, which includes the trinity of
sovereignty, security and development . In this way, China’s interests in Northeast Asia are mainly
composed of six aspects: national territorial integrity, equal participation in international affairs, mili-
tary security, political security, national security and economic development. Among them, the main
goal of China’s interest maintenance is to enhance its position in the system and create a more favora-
ble environment for China’s sovereignty, security, and development. The greatest constraint is the al-
liance between the United States and the countries concerned against China. Therefore, China should
adopt more active diplomatic actions, and properly handle the US factors through the establishment of
Sino-U. S. Dual Leadership System, actively integrate Northeast Asian to maintain system stability

and focus on development to actively create a strategic opportunity period.
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