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consideration different stages of development of these countries, it is advisable that
the dialectical relationship between security and development be correctly handled.
In this regard, the following work should be carried out in a step by step mode:
establishing the coordination mechanism for risk prevention and control at an early
time and conducting joint surveys of the Basin and collaborative research on climate
change; completing the cooperation mechanism for water supply and ecological
security by 2030 as well as implementing the comprehensive management of water
resources in the whole Basin and realizing water-food-energy security in the middle
of the 21st century.

[Keywords] Lancang-Mekong cooperation, Lancang-Mekong water resources
cooperation, transboundary water resources, water security, development and
security

[Author] TU Su, Associate Research Fellow, Collaborative Innovation Center for
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On the Non-traditional Security Governance in the Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation Mechanism
LI Zhifei

[Abstract] The security situation in the Lancang-Mekong region is mainly influenced
by the non-traditional issues like cross-border crimes, public health, water and
environmental security as well as information network crimes. Interacting with one
another, these complex security issues are exerting profound impacts on the political,
economic and social security of the region. Since the establishment of the
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Mechanism (LMC) in 2016, academic circles both at
home and abroad have given extensive attention to and carried out multi-perspective
studies on LMC. Nevertheless, collaborative researches on non-traditional security
issues are far from adequate under the framework of LMC. Over the years, the region
has witnessed a fragmented arrangement for non-traditional security governance marked
by overlapped mechanisms as well as scattered and unsustainable investments in
governance policies, capital, technology, and human and material resources. As a result,
security issues could not be addressed properly. The establishment of LMC has provided
an effective platform for the governance of non-traditional security issues with regards
to governance contents, structures and participants, which has contributed much to the
pragmatic cooperation among LMC countries and the resolution to some non-traditional
security issues. The Five-year Plan of Action on Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
(2018-2022) has put on the top of the agenda non-traditional security cooperation. In the
future, LMC will expand and deepen the cooperation among relevant countries by
improving mechanisms for non-traditional security governance through paradigm
innovation, multi-platform building as well as the designs and implementations of
early-stage projects.
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Making the Best of New Opportunities: The ASEAN Path to Resolving
Non-traditional Security Dilemma
FAN Jiarui

[Abstract] Is there a non-traditional security dilemma? Why does this security
dilemma arise? Can the ASEAN-centered regional cooperation in East Asia resolve
it? Previous studies tend to divide States’ behavioral logic into traditional and
non-traditional security perspectives, explaining the former with the security
dilemma theory whereas interpreting the latter via the lenses of securitization and
peace-cooperativism with the belief that the latter is easier to lead to international
cooperation. The COVID-19 pandemic is a typical non-traditional security crisis.
However, countries of the world have failed to jointly confront the pandemic,
witnessing aggravated confrontation rather than effective cooperation. This paper
regards this anomalous case as a non-traditional security dilemma and views the
uncertain policies and behavioral intentions of different countries as its main cause.
After the Cold War, the ASEAN-centered regional cooperation framework has made
the best of any opportunities when handling non-traditional security issues.
Therefore, it has helped enhance common understanding of security threats,
consolidate common interests by virtue of the existing regional cooperation regime
and establish a “threat-interest” transformation mechanism to increase the certainty
of policies and behavioral intentions. All of the efforts have contributed to possible
resolutions to non-traditional security dilemmas. This paper cites the Special
ASEAN, China, Japan and ROK (ASEAN plus Three) Summit on COVID-19
Response convened on April 24, 2020 as an example. Although the consensus on
security interests among the above-mentioned countries still needs to be
strengthened, a common understanding of security threats has been formed, which
can be perceived as a positive regional manifestation of how to resolve the current
global non-traditional security dilemma against the backdrop of COVID-19.
[Keywords] non-traditional security dilemma, uncertainty, COVID-19, ASEAN
path
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