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The Three Dimensions of the Understanding of the Change of the U.S. South China Sea Policy
—Hegemony Decline, Power Transfer and the U.S. Domestic Politics
Zhong Feiteng

Abstract: The South China Sea issue is widely regarded as a part of the strategic competition between China and the United

States. To understand the change of the U.S. South China Sea policy, we need to take into account the decline of the U.S. hegemony

in East Asia, the changing order of power transfer of major powers in the context of different issues, and the special domestic

political atmosphere of the United States. The South China Sea issue also touches upon other issues, such as the concept of maritime

order, trade channel and Indo-Pacific regional order. With the intensified Sino-U.S. trade conflict, it has become the core issue of the

Trump administration as it intends to maintain the US. hegemony. Biden's government will pay more attention to cooperation with

the US. allies on the South China Sea issue, and is likely to continue to implement multilateral "freedom of navigation". But it will

not let domestic politics interfere too much in the South China Sea issue, it will strengthen the game and coordination with China at

the diplomatic level instead.

Keywords: South China Sea policy;, hegemony decline, power transfer order, USS. domestic politics
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