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movements against China for SCS issue, with un-public support from government.

Key Words: Vietnam; Civil Movements; South China Sea Issue

(10 ) Buddhism in India: Creation, Evolution, and Decline
ZHU Mingzhong

Abstract: Buddhism was created in India around 6th century B.C. and thrived
there for 1500 years before it disappeared or was assimilated by Hinduism by 11th
century. Why did this happen and what connections were there between the two
religions? These are the key issues that this paper attempts to tackle. This author
holds that Buddhism, in its fighting against the caste system for universal equality and
atheism at its early stage, had also assimilated such ideas as Samsara and Moksa from
the Upanishads. In the Mahayana phase, Buddhism gradually got closer to Hinduism,
abandoned atheism and deified Sakyamuni, the founder of Buddhism, as the omnipotent
God. Moreover, the doctrines of Mahayana Buddhism became over metaphysical
and obscure, cutting itself from its broad masses of followers. Around 7th century,
Buddhism was tantalized and assimilated a lot of theories, rites and incantations from
Hindu Saktism. Consequently, Tantric Buddhism further lost its independence in theory
and practice, blurring the distinction between Buddhism and Hinduism, and thus paved
the way for its assimilation into the latter. This paper has also discussed the external
causes and conditions for the decline of Buddhism in India.

Key Words: Buddhism; Hinduism; Brahmanism; Mahayana Buddhism; Tantric
Buddhism
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