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Why does Other Countries’ Recognition Matter for Improving
Our International Status: Also on How the Call for Chinese

Rejuvenation Can Gain International Recognition?
WANG Junsheng

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Science)

Abstract: The existing research on the recognition of international status failed to offer convincing
explanation mainly because of insufficient attention given to other countries’ recognition and the
lack of relevant analytical framework. In analyzing how a country obtains its international status,
we can see that other countries’ recognition is necessary in this process. From the perspective of the
focal point of Sino-US relations and the critical issues facing the call for Chinese rejuvenation, we
can see that international recognition is important. Based on the recognition theory and social recog-
nition theory of social philosophy and political philosophy, the analysis shows that international rec-
ognition is important for the realization of a country’s status. In order to gain international recogni-
tion for the call of Chinese rejuvenation, we should focus on the formation of certainty. We should
be aware of both differences and agreements with other major countries. We should respond not only
to the demands of the majority of the international society, but also to that of rest of the communi-
ty, not only coordinating development and security by providing more public security goods, but al-
so gradually promoting the call for Chinese rejuvenation.

Key words: International status; Other recognition; Self recognition; National rejuvenation; Empathy
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