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International Political Economic Analysis of Agricultural Cooperation Under
the Framework of the Belt and Road

XIE Laihui

Abstract: In recent years, agricultural cooperation has increasingly become a prominent area
of international cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road( B&R). The reason
for this cannot be limited solely to trade and investment interests of agricultural sector itself.
The construction of B&R attaches great importance to agricultural cooperation, which reflects
true pursuit of the goal of common development. This paper summarizes the discourse of
international political economics on the role of agricultural development in industrialization
and even economic development, and holds that the Western mainstream economic development
theory largely overlooks the relevant insights. By comparing and studying the neglect of
agriculture in the early development agenda of the World Bank and the foreign aid policies
formulated by the United States out of narrow interests in promoting its food exports, the
paper points out that these policies objectively lead to the long —term food deficits of many
developing countries which are unable to effectively achieve the goals of industrialization
and economic development. On this basis, the paper summarizes the characteristics and
paths of agricultural cooperation under the framework of B&R.

Key words: the Belt and Road( B&R) ; agricultural cooperation; food deficits; global food

and agriculture governance; high — quality development

(DifESME == B

32



