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[ Abstract] Currently, irregular migration in the Lancang-Mekong region mainly includes refu-
gees, human trafficking, irregular smuggling, and irregular work. The reasons for the emergence
and persistence of the problem of irregular migration are very complex and involve many factors,
incduding development and govemnance at the national, regional, and international levels. Irregu-
lar migration is not only an important non-traditional security issue that threatens the security and
sustainable development of the Lancang-Mekong region, but also one of the key security issues
that China and the United States are competing and gaming in the Lancang-Mekong region.
The goverance of irregular migration is urgent in reality, and the multiple influencing factors
require composite regional governance methods and paths. As the first sub-regional cooperation
mechanism in the neighbor advocated by China, the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation lists the
govemance of irregular migration as an important element of cooperation, and in the process of
governance, it puts into practice the concepts of the Global Development Initiative (GDI) and
the Global Security Initiative (GSI), balances and takes into account development and security,
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and seeks to build a perfect cooperation framework and mechanism, and promotes the
ses” of irregular migration through the three major paths of governance, namely, politics, econo-
my, and society. It seeks to build a comprehensive cooperation framework and mechanism to
promote “root-cause” governance of irregular migration through the three major paths of politi-
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