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Thailand’s Political Polarization and Its Causes in the Perspective of National De-
velopment Path Transformation
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[ Abstract] In recent years, Thailand has become increasingly politically polarised. The
mass street movement of the new generation that erupted in 2020-2021, which openly
put forward the political demand for “royal reforms”, has aroused strong resentment
from the conservative camp, especially from the far-right. After the Thai general election
in 2023, the far-left political forces raised in 2019 began to replace the center-left
forces” dominant position in the reformist camp, further increasing political polarization.
From the perspective of the transformation of the country’s development path, Thailand’s
political polarization is rooted in the multiple imbalances of “Economic Interest Struc-
ture-Political Power Structure-Social & Cultural Structure” caused by intergenerational
differences. Due to the lack of endogenous driving force for the transformation of
Thailand’s national development path, it is difficult to get rid of the risk of political po-
larization in the short term; In the medium and long term, the construction of a commu-
nity with a shared future between China and Thailand may become an important external
driving force for Thailand to resolve intergenerational differences.
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