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flict the “sanctions deadlock ” and based on signal theory explains both the motiva—
tion and power factors that lead the United States and the target country into a “sanctions
deadlock” . Regarding motivation this paper categorizes US-nitiated sanctions into two
types: normative sanctions and self-interest sanctions. In normative sanctions as the norm—
ative costs borne by the United States to maintain leadership order increase the probability
of both sides entering a deadlock also increases. In terms of power it divides the trade de—
pendence between the two sides into imports and exports. By introducing the global value
chain theory it points out that the asymmetric interdependence between the target country
and the United States in import trade is the core of their power differences. This easily leads
to strategic misjudgment namely signal distortion resulting in a nondinear positive
U-shaped curve relationship in the probability of both sides entering a sanctions
deadlock. Specifically when the target country’s dependence on US imports gradually rises
from “very low” to “medium” the probability of a deadlock decreases. However as the
dependence increases from “medium” to “very high” this probability gradually rises.
[Key Words] economic sanction sanction costs normative costs interdependence im—
port dependence

[Author] Pang Qin Professor at the School of International Relations and Research Fel-

low at the Institute of Area Studies Sun Yat-sen University.

US Selective Decoupling from China Under Inter-State Green Competition and Digital
Competition

Zhou Yamin ( 138)

[Abstract] Green competition and digital competition are the two core areas of national
competition in this era. After positioning China as a “strategic competitor” the United
States has implemented a selective “decoupling” strategy against China by targeting the
green economy and the digital economy in the name of “de-risking” . Based on the differ—
ences in national competitive advantages and disadvantages the United States has taken

very different “decoupling” measures in the fields of green economy and digital econo-
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my. The trade theory based on interdependence cannot explain the “decoupling” behavior of
the United States towards China. By integrating exogenous factors security perceptions and
national competitive advantages the author proposes an analytical framework to explain the
selective “decoupling” of the US from China arguing that green transformation and digital
transformation as exogenous factors are trendy uncontrollable and irreversible resul—
ting in the emergence of a new race track in national competition the inability of the first—
mover to control the competitive landscape and continuous follow-up by the later-mov-
ers. The United States has shaped the security of the green economy and the digital economy
through the construction of identity discourse and threat discourse. The United States tries to
block the upgrading of China’s digital supply chain by means of export control and invest—
ment restriction in the field of digital economy where the United States has competitive ad—
vantages while in the field of green economy where the United States has competitive dis—
advantages the United States mainly implements various measures characterized by import
substitution to get rid of its dependence on China’s green supply chain. As the common ma—
terial basis of the green economy and the digital economy the supply chain of critical min—
erals is also facing the risk of reorganization by the United States. The ultimate goal of the
United States” selective “decoupling” from China is to develop economic interdependence in
key areas within its political-military alliance system in the form of issue-based alliances.
[Key Words] Sino-US strategic competition green competition  digital competition ~crit—
ical minerals selective decoupling

[Author] Zhou Yamin Associate Professor at the School of International Politics and Eco-
nomics of the University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and Associate Research
Fellow at the National Institute of International Strategy Chinese Academy of Social Sci-

ences.
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