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[REHRE BER]

A Pathway Analysis of the U. S. Indo-Pacific
Maritime Domain Awareness System

CAO Xiaoyang

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract; After the 9/11 attacks, through the formulation of the National Maritime Domain Aware-
ness Plan and its supporting measures, the United States adopted a top-down, whole-of-government ap-
proach to build a comprehensive and complete maritime domain awareness (MDA) system. Following the
introduction of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy, the Biden government has sought to establish a U. S. -led
Indo-Pacific MDA network system with the participation of regional allies and partners. The U. S. has
pursued this system through two main paths: an open framework and small-scale networks. It has en-
hanced Indo-Pacific MDA capabilities through the following approaches: strengthening its own capabili-
ties, reinforcing the allies and partners system, improving system interoperability, and increasing coordi-
nation and cooperation with regional and extraregional countries. China should further enhance its own
MDA capabilities and deepen international cooperation to address emerging security challenge.

Keywords: maritime domain awareness; Indo-Pacific strategy; Indo-Pacific partnership for maritime

domain awareness; U. S. -China competition
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