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Environment Shaping and Pathways for People-
to-People Exchanges in China’s Neighborhood
Diplomacy: A Study under the New Circumstances

XU Liping FAN lJiaqi

Abstract: Under the new circumstances, shaping a sound neighborhood
environment for China is of growing importance. This importance stems not
only from the deepening connections between China and its neighboring
countries, but also from profound shifts in the international balance of
power and the context that China’s relations with its neighbors have reached
their best level in modern history. Hence, neighborhood-related work has
become increasingly urgent and calls for greater proactivity.China has made
remarkable progress in shaping its neighborhood environment, yet China
and its neighboring countries still faces challenges such as the “close yet
not intimate” identity perception, structural problems in economic and
trade exchanges, complex and intractable regional hotspots, and mounting
pressure from extra-regional powers. Strengthening people-to-people
exchanges with neighboring countries is an important way for China to
address these challenges. Specific pathways include conducting people-to-
people exchanges guided by the Asian values featuring peace, cooperation,
openness and inclusiveness, promoting the organic integration of economic
and trade exchanges with people-to-people exchanges, using people-to-
people exchanges to create a peaceful narrative on hotspot issues, and orderly

engaging extra-regional countries in China’s people-to-people exchanges with
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its neighbors. In the future, China should uphold a long-term perspective in
shaping its neighborhood environment, striving to build the neighborhood into
a pioneering pilot zone for advancing the vision of a community with a shared
future for mankind.

Keywords: China’s Neighborhood Environment; China’s Diplomacy;

Great-Power Competition; Identity Perception; People-to-People Exchanges
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